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The Legacy of
Texas Children's Hospital

Established in 1954, Texas Children’s
Hospital is one of the nation’s largest
and most comprehensive specialty
pediatric hospitals. We record more than
9,000 patient encounters every day. Our
mission is to create a healthier future
for children and women throughout our
global community by leading in patient
care, education, and research.

Texas Children’s is consistently ranked
as one of the nation’s best children’s
hospitals by U.S. News & World Report.
In 2017, Texas Children’s was ranked
No. 4 in the country overall, and No.

1 in cardiology and heart surgery. This
success is a testimony to the expertise
and skill of a multidisciplinary team

of doctors, nurses, and staff who are
committed to caring for all patients who
come to us for help.
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Transplant Services

The Transplant Services program at Texas
Children’s Hospital is one of the largest, most
active, and most successful pediatric transplant
programs in the United States, providing heart,
kidney, liver, and lung transplants.

Transplant Services is proud of its long list of
firsts. Texas Children’s was the first hospital—
and one of only three in the nation—to perform a
triple transplant of heart, lungs, and liver in one
procedure. We also performed the first pediatric
lung-kidney transplant in the United States.

In March 2017, our transplant team performed
the 500" liver transplant—an accomplishment
achieved by only a handful of other pediatric
programs. Most important of all, Texas Children’s
Transplant Program consistently produces patient
outcomes that are among the best in the nation.
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Travel Expenses for
Transplant Patients

Because transplant surgeries are so complex, only a
handful of hospitals in the United States will perform
them on small children. As a result, 47 percent of Texas
Children’s transplant patients come to Houston from
other cities in Texas, as well as from other states and
other countries around the world.

The travel expenses alone can cause a huge financial
strain on patients’ families, as can expenses for
lodging. Heart and lung patients are required to live in
Houston while waiting for their transplants. For some
patients, the wait time can be very long—sometimes
up to a year—before the right organ becomes available.
For liver and kidney transplants, patients are not
required to live in Houston during their wait; however,
they must come to Texas Children’s once or twice a
month for checkups. This can mean a lot of back and
forth travel between a patient’s home city and Houston.

After transplant surgery, patients and their families
must live in the Houston area for three to six months.
After that, they have to come back to Texas Children’s
for frequent follow-up visits. Finding a place to live
and paying lodging costs during these months pre- and
post-transplant is time-consuming, expensive, and
stressful.

Living donors face significant financial challenges

as well. At Texas Children’s, 30 percent of donated
kidneys come from living donors. Many of them live
outside of Houston and must come to the hospital for

a two to three-day evaluation prior to being accepted
as an organ donor. Then, they return to Houston for the
procedure and are admitted to a different hospital for
two days after surgery. Some donors choose to remain
close to the hospital for longer periods to be with the
recipient, who is most often a family member. They are
required to follow up with the transplant center at six
months, one year, and two years post-surgery. During
each visit, they must pay travel and lodging costs out-
of-pocket.

All of these financial burdens add up very quickly and
make an already difficult time even more complicated.
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Transplant Family
Support Groups

We recently launched a monthly
support group for our liver
transplant recipients. Families learn
from various speakers about topics
ranging from living a healthy
lifestyle to college readiness. We
plan to expand our support groups
for other transplant patients. We
will also organize fun events

for all pre- and post-transplant
patients to meet, mingle, and share
their experiences of coping and
adjusting to life after giving or
receiving a transplant.

A Gift from the JLH Foundation

Texas Children’s Hospital respectfully requests a gift of $300,000 to support our Transplant Assistance Program
and to expand our new transplant family support group component. Below is a breakdown of how the funds will
be used:

Patient medications/medical equipment 30%
Specialty formula 5%
Patient/family lodging 15%
Parking 12%
Camp 2%
Funeral services 10%
Patient entertainment/support groups 13%
Meal assistance 6%
Travel 7%
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Special Recognition Opportunities for the

JLH Foundation

1t would be a privilege to acknowledge the generosity of the JLH Foundation through a highly visible
recognition opportunity at Texas Children’s Hospitals Legacy Tower. Two suggestions are outlined below. We
would be pleased to discuss your preferences and to identify other options that may be of interest to you. Please
note that availability of an area for gift recognition is subject to change.

Elevator Lobby

The most public areas of any building, the elevator lobbies in the new Legacy Tower will be hubs of circulation
and the points of entry for many functional areas. The elevator lobby on each floor will serve as a highly visible
space for recognizing a donor’s generous commitment to Texas Children’s Hospital.

Simulation Room

For children, one of the most frightening things about surgery is not knowing what to expect. The Simulation
Room is a hands-on mock operating room where Child Life specialists will educate patients and parents
about upcoming surgical procedures, introducing them to the surgical environment, showing them various
instruments, and demonstrating some of the steps involved in a particular procedure. All this helps remove the
mystery surrounding an unfamiliar process.
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